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Lila Corwin Berman is Professor of History at Temple University, where she holds the Murray 

Friedman Chair of American Jewish History and directs the Feinstein Center for American Jewish History. 

She is author of Speaking of Jews: Rabbis, Intellectuals, and the Creation of an American Public Identity 

(California, 2009) and Metropolitan Jews: Politics, Race, and Religion in Postwar Detroit (Chicago, 2015), 

and she is completing a book called “The American Jewish Philanthropic Complex: The History of a 

Multi-Billion Dollar Institution.” Her articles have appeared in many publications, including the American 

Historical Review, Journal of American History, AJS Review, Jewish Social Studies, American Jewish History, 

Religion and American Culture, the Washington Post, and the Forward. Berman received her Ph.D. from 

Yale, where she worked with Paula Hyman and Jon Butler.


